206              SIM RODERICK MURCHISON.          [ISBR

and conglomerate of the Ord; Brora, with its moraines,
which Murchison refused to believe to be the work of terres-
trial glaciers; Dunrobin, with its hospitable and public-
spirited Duke and Duchess, and its reefs of Jurassic strata;
Ardross, and the Alness sections of the Old Red Sandstone
and other attractions, which could receive but a rapid glance,
for the Association week was now close at hand.

At the Glasgow meeting of the British Association in
1855 the geologists mustered strongly. Murchison was
again chosen as President of Section 0. Sedgwick, shaking
off the thousand and one cares or ailments which usually
impeded his action, came up once more among his northern
brethren of the hammer. He had just issued the Intro-
duction to his Synopsis of British Palaeozoic Fossils, in which,
he had spoken of his former associate Murchison with a
vehemence of language very characteristic, but regretted by
all who admired and respected both disputants. To any
reader who had no personal knowledge of them, Sedgwick's
tirade must have seemed expressive of bitter animosity and
estrangement. Probably he was not unaware of this himself.
For when, after Murchison's communication on the Sutherland-
shire story, he rose to speak, and began by deliberately taking
off a thick heavy great-coat in which he had been, sitting, he
noticed that he had raised a smile in the audience, where-
upon he instantly and in his happiest way exclaimed, " Oh,
I'm not going to fight him!" The smile passed at once into
a good laugh and general applause through the room. There
had been some discussion on the true place of the crystal-
line rocks of the Highlands overlying those quartz-rocks
and limestones of Smherlandshire which had yielded fossils.
Hugh Miller, with his rough shepherd's plaid and his shaggy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